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Thank You, Sister Rita Owens, O.P.  
For a Job Well Done!  

 

Sister Rita, co -founder of Wellsprings Inc., now Wellsprings Village, Inc., has dedicated most of 
the last 24 years of her life to serving the women of Wellsprings.  Prayer and research led Sr. 
Rita and Sister Justin Farinella to the conclusion there was a need to help homeless and abused 
women rebuild their lives and have a chance to start life anew.  They set out together to make 
that possible through the establishment of Wellsprings.  Sister Rita served in many capacities at 
Wellsprings, most recently as Development Director at the Village.  Whatever the need over the 
nearly quarter century she has always been there to pitch in.  She is retiring now to join Sister 
Justin in the Prayer Ministry that also keeps the Village going.  The Staff, Guild and others will 
miss her at the Office, but look forward to seeing her along with Sister Justin at Guild Meetings 
and the other Wellsprings events on the calendar.  Please all join us as we applaud Sister Rita 
for a òJob Well Doneó and we wish her a blessed and fruitful retirement!  

Mary Hall and Sr. Rita 

Rosemary Turner, Sr. Rita,  

Betty Rickman, Phyllis Ottis 

Paul Gregor, Sr. Rita  and  

Barbara Divine 

Mary Ann LeBlanc and Sr. Rita 



Wellsprings Makes a Difference 

 

Hope-springs............ 
 

Hope-springs is a regular feature in our newsletter providing updates on present and former residents.  To 

protect their privacy and maintain security, their names are not used. 
 

CL came to Wellsprings over thirteen months ago. She came here without hope, money and desperate for help.  Wellsprings helped her 

put her priorities in order.  She has graduated from the program and now works at a university full time, attending school and doing 

home health care when needed. She is able to maintain her own apartment and continues to look forward to a beautiful and fulfill ing 

life, living in Godôs will. 

 

AI came to Wellsprings Village after a long difficult life. She had drama with her family and did not know how to handle the situation. 

She learned how to think of herself first, learned money management, budgeting and time management. She was laid off her job right 

after leaving Wellsprings but used the skills she acquired at Wellsprings and now has two part-time jobs and is still in her apartment. 

She is still on track and focused. 

 

SP came to us determined to make a change in her life.  She found a job, followed the policies at Wellsprings and saved her money.  

She attended life skills and anger management classes while at Wellsprings. She transitioned into her own apartment and her daughter 

moved in with her.  She has been promoted to a supervisor position and has purchased a car to get back and forth to work. 

  

  

From the Executive Director  
       By Valerie Beckham 

Wellsprings Event 
 

Founders Day Luncheon 
 

Thursday, August 25, 2011   

11:30a.m. -  1:00p.m. 

The Junior League of Houston 

1811 Briar Oaks Lane,  

Houston,  77027 

 

Ticket price: $50.   

Please call Terry Stracke for  

reservations at 281-687-7797 or mail to 

4601 Rose St.  Houston, 77077 

 

Guest Speaker:  

The Honorable Ed Emmett 

Harris County Judge  

 

 

 
Most Americans have recently celebrated Independence Day on July 4, 2011. Independence Day 

represents a hard fought battle by thirteen colonies to gain FREEDOM from Great Britain. In many 

ways Wellsprings can be likened to the colonies in that they continue to fight for the homeless and 

disadvantaged women in the Houston area. Wellsprings Village provides transitional housing and 

supportive services for women that have been left broken by drug abuse, domestic violence, poverty, 

and other circumstances and situations. Wellsprings continues the fight by providing an impeccable residential setting in 

conjunction with comprehensive case management designed to help each woman get back on track. Just as the colonists 

fought fervently in the Revolutionary War, the women at Wellsprings are fighting equally as hard to regain their self 

worth and make positive lifestyle changes that will encourage independent living. We solicit your continued support that 

will allow us to continue to provide the needed services to the homeless women in our community. 

Welcome to our newest Board Members: 
 

Terry Stracke has lived the last eight years overseas in four differ-

ent countries. She was President/owner/manager of TNT Travel, 

Inc., a full-service independent travel agency for fifteen years.  She 

has been a Rotary Intôl member since 1992 in four different coun-

tries and is currently treasurer of the local Rotary.  She has been 

involved in many charities in all the countries she has lived in. 

 

Keith Zarker joins us after retiring as a chemical engineer from 

Shell Oil and Kezar Consulting.  He served as Director and Vice 

Chairman for Bonita House of Hope.  He also served as Boy Scouts 

of America District Commissioner and as Scoutmaster. 

 

Thank you both for continuing your service. 



  

  


